Welcome to Worship
June 18, 2023

Prelude On Eagles' Wings ~ arr. John Carter
Gathering Hymn We All Are One in Mission ~ ELW 576

Prayer of the Day

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into
our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully
proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Exodus 19:1-8a
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to serve as
mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s will.

On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of that land of Egypt, on that very day, they
came into the wilderness of Sinai. They journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God;
the LORD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
Israelites: *You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to myself. >°Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, ®but you shall be for me a
priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that
the LorD had commanded him. 8The people all answered as one, “Everything that the LorD has
spoken we will do.”
Word of God, word of life

Thanks be to God

Psalm 100
"Make a joyful noise to the Lorb, | all you lands!
*Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song.
3Know that the LoRD is God, our maker to whom | we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture.
4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s | holy name.
Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from | age to age.

Gospel Matthew 9:35-10:14

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first
disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.

¥Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 3*When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 3’Then
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 3*therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



'%'"Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. *These are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

°These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to
gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, ®but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As
you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ ®Cure the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those with a skin disease, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without
payment. [°Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, °no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or
sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. ""Whatever town or village you enter, find out who
in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. *As you enter the house, greet it. BIf the house is worthy,
let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. "If anyone will not
welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or
town.

This is the Good News!

Thanks be to God
Hymn of the Day In Christ Called to Baptize ~ ELW 575
Musical Offering Only Just Begun ~ Video by The Work of the People

Music by Shellee Layne Colley and poem by Kelly Ann Hall.

Communion Hymn Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ~ ELW 464
Sending Hymn May the God of Hope Go with Us ~ ACS 984

Postlude Here | Am, Lord ~ arr. John Carter



