
Welcome to Worship 
October 15th, 2023 

Prelude Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring ~ J.S. Bach 

Gathering Hymn As We Gather at Your Table ~ ELW 522 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, 
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Philippians 4:1-9 
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice 
and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds 
together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem 
peaceful. 
 
Word of God. Word of life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm    Psalm 23  
 
    
    The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not  be in want. 
 The LORD makes me lie down  in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways  for your name’s sake. 
 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
 

 

 



 

Gospel    Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the 
invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.  Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’  But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.  The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to 
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into 
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 
 
 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
 
Hymn of the Day                  To Be Your Presence ~ ELW 546 
 
Musical Offering    Words from Two Women: 1. Nurture ~ Jane Marshall (All Saints Choir)     
                                                 
Offertory Hymn    Come to the Table ~ ELW 481 

Communion Hymn              Now We Join in Celebration ~ ELW 462 

Sending Hymn                      Sent Forth by God's Blessing ~ ELW 547 

Postlude                                 Psalm 19 – The Heavens Declare ~ Benedetto Marcello 


